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God has been dealing with us to be the ones who lead the leaders. This means to disciple and teach others to repli-
cate what we are building in their lives, and to invest in their lives with time and resources. Besides the day-to-day
work life of mission work, once a year we have a pastor’s retreat. Our partners come and relax, eat a lot, and are
ministered to for 3 days. It’s at a place just outside of the city, but feels like a different world. Some just sleep, while
others enjoy the pool and laugh together. All come together to worship and learn deeper ways to minister to others.
This year Carla Ives from Potter’s House came to minister into our lives. She has been teaching pastors and leaders
for 30 years and she was a tremendous blessing. She taught on discipling adults and children. The concept of disci-
pling children was a new concept, but one we know that God wants for this ministry. She will provide us with all her
curriculum and training for our partners, all free of charge and open to all who want to participate. We know this
avenue of training will help us reach and train new and well-prepared disciples for Christ.
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In our Project Hope, our feeding and evangelistic program, the goal is to be a bridge for our participants to become
redeemed and transformed. The ultimate goal is for them to leave the program because they no longer need our
assistance. That is the story of Vanessa Cristiani dos Santos.

She came to us desperate, depressed, an alcoholic with no job, and no food for her children. She had no self-control,
was fighting all the time, separated from her husband and suicidal. A neighbor told her about our project, and she
only came because we were offering food. She had no interest in God or listening, but those were the rules and she
was desperate.



Her change was gradual, but intense. She is now a member of the church, and her marriage has been restored. She
testifies and shares her transformation with everyone she meets.

She is no longer in our Hope program because her and her husband have found permanent jobs and are able to
support their family with dignity. Their new journey is one of faith, hope, and God’s miraculous power to change a
situation of pain and tragedy into a victory of triumph.

Vanessa will learn to smile again Vanessa, husband, and daughter
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For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we
would walk in them.

Ephesians 2:10



